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William Roy was born in Hastings, Michigan.  After high school, he spent a four year stint as an Aviation Electronics Air crewman in the U.S. Navy in the Pacific.  Roy then enrolled at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo, Michigan in an Electrical Engineering Technology Program.  He joined IBM in Dearborn, Michigan after W.M.U. to start his IBM Career.
Roy started wood working at an early age under the watchful eye of his father, Royden, an accomplished wood worker in his own right. Roy continued wood working as a hobby during his career with IBM that took him from Dearborn, MI to Poughkeepsie, NY to Boca Raton, FL and eventually to Marietta, GA in 1984. He recently moved to Brunswick, Georgia on the Southeast Coast of Georgia from Marietta.  He is retired from IBM and now spends his time creating “one of a kind vessel’s” in his new studio.  

Roy's father gave him his Sears Craftsman wood lathe in 1988. After he turned his first piece, in 1994, he was hooked. Roy has focused his wood working almost exclusively on woodturning and the lathe since that date.  Roy has attended Arrowmont Arts & Crafts School, studying under Kip Christensen. He has also attended several classes presented by Rudy Osolnik, his main influence.  Since that time he has attended numerous local symposiums and national AAW Symposiums.  Through his work, he tries to give the tree or a part of it, a new life.

Roy is a member of the American Association of Woodturners, Low Country Turners and a founding member of the Golden Isles Woodworkers.  He is also a member of the Glynn Art Association and the Jekyll Island Art Association.  His work is available at selected Art Shows in the Southeast, selected Galleries and his website, www.turned-art.com.  Roy has written several articles for Woodturning Design and is a writer for Sunshine Artist Magazine.  He has won numerous awards for this work, most recently earning a First and Second Place in the Woodturning-Functional class at the Georgia National Fair.
