                                         Artist: Mary Ann Parris

It is no understatement to say that Mary Ann Parris’ passion for her work comes naturally. Her earliest visits to the studio were as a portrait model for painting classes her Mother attended. “She was so creative and she pushed me to try. I’m still chasing her wonderful way with color and the courage to use it”, says Parris. Mary Ann in turn shared the love of the arts with her husband and three children actively serving as a Board Member of the Georgia Ballet, studying at Kennesaw State, The Atlanta College of Art, and with area artists.

A native Georgian, she has traveled extensively in the past 15 years enriching her knowledge and appreciation of the arts. A long time interest took her to China where she attended a class in Chinese Brush Painting at the University of Guilyan to learn the Chinese way, “and I see things differently now because of it. They see the iron in the plum tree, surviving winter mountain snows to blossom again in the spring, and see strength and wisdom in the long life of bamboo”. 

Mary Ann and her husband currently divide their time between their home in Marietta and St. Simons where she has studied, for the past ten years, with local artist’s in-studio, in workshops, and en plein air. “I just love this Island, filled with multi-talented and highly creative people; what a joy it is to spend a day painting and being inspired by them.

No real coincidence when observing her work: simplistic landscapes that enrapture the emotion of a moment in time, bold still life’s that give temperature and breathe to their subject and whimsical studies of the unusual that seem to smile back at us.
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